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DIRECTOR’S NOTES- LEIGH LADD
Direct ing the c lass ic  Gi lbert and Su l l ivan Opera,  “Pira tes of  Penzance ”  i s  a  somewhat 
daunt ing prospect in  compar ison with most stage undertak ings .  I t  i s  the f i rst  undertak ing 
of  the R iver ina Opera and L ight Opera Company (ROLOC) and we hope it  won ’t  be the 
last !  Second,  it  i s  an opera and not a mus ica l .  Th is  requires a pure c lass ica l  treatment of  its 
mus ic  which is  more demanding on its  large cast than for  normal  mus ica ls .  Th ird ,  so many 
people know th is  by heart that there ’s  no room for error !  Fourth ,  i t  has been d irected more 
t imes than many of  us  have had hot d inners .  I t  i s  imposs ib le  to come up with something 
new that is  both meaningfu l  and does not depart from the centra l  purpose of  Gi lbert ’s 
work ,  namely  sat ir is ing a po l it ica l  and soc ia l  system that st i l l  largely  exh ib its  the se l f-same 
fau lts  as when the work was wr itten in  1879 . 

No doubt some th ings are d i fferent ,  perhaps most important ly  the way soc iety sees the 
ro les of  men and women in  respect of  each other .  Hopefu l ly  no audience member wi l l  be 
offended at the idea of  arb itrar i ly  marry ing the women against the ir  wi l l s ,  but wi l l  over look 
th is  as a product of  its  t ime.  After a l l ,  true p irates do far worse th ings without respect of 
woman or man a l i ke ,  now as then.  But the p lot ’s  idea is  ageless ,  that the stupid ity  of  “the 
system” and the reck less  abandonment of  youth can teach us about ourse lves whi le  we 
laugh and have a great deal  of  fun .  After a l l ,  in  Gi lbert ’s  words ,  “He who’d make h is  fe l low 
creatures wise must a lways g i ld  the ph i losophic  p i l l ! ”  I  have therefore determined to stay 
as true as poss ib le  to the master craftsmanship of  the pens of  both Wi l l iam Schwenck 
Gi lbert and S ir  Arthur Seymour Su l l i van ,  whose works not on ly  def ined Engl ish l ight opera, 
but as the ir  own genre,  “Savoy Operas ” .  I  hope you enjoy the fabu lous offer ing of  the 
work of  the many people invo lved:  a  wonderfu l  cast ,  the Wagga School  of  Arts ,  (and in  an 
agreement with the R iver ina Conservator ium of  Mus ic)  as  wel l  as  Wagga Civ ic  Theatre, 
our many he lpers and of  course,  sponsors .  I t  has been hard work for  a l l  of  us ,  but I  hope 
you f ind it  wel l  worth the whi le .

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY
Born in  Br isbane and weaned on the mus ic  of  Gi lbert and Su l l ivan ,  Le igh f i rst  learned 
p iano and later was tra ined in  s ing ing under the Royal  School  of  Church Mus ic .  With a 
c l in ica l  degree he moved to Sydney as a c l in ica l  teacher but s ide-stepped into medica l 
research .  Dur ing PhD studies in  medic ine ,  he a lso commenced h is  theatre invo lvement .  In 
the next 10  years he was a pr inc ipa l  in  around 30 opera and l ight opera offer ings (some 
semi-profess iona l )  as  wel l  as  work ing in  other capacit ies  in  a lmost 50 shows,  a  few t imes 
d irector .  He moved to Wagga to set up hosp ita ls  and teaching in  anaesthes ia and cr it ica l 
care for  the Char les Sturt Un ivers ity  Vet School  and f i rst  performed with School  of  Arts 
in  a Chekov p lay ,  (nominated for best actor in  Canberra area theatre “CAT”  award) .  Whi le 
in  Wagga,  he completed h is  AMusA tra in ing in  c lass ica l  vo ice largely  through the R iver ina 
Conservator ium of  Mus ic .  You may a lso have seen h im as Fagin in  “Ol iver ”  at  the Civ ic 
theatre .

MUSICAL DIRECTOR’S NOTES- NICKY ROSENGREN
Welcome to our product ion of  “Pira tes of  Penzance” .   Th is  i s  my fourth Gi lbert and Su l l ivan 
show,  have prev ious ly   done The Mikado (  twice)  and The Gondol iers ,  a lthough it  has been 
a long t ime between dr inks !
I  have a lways loved the mus ic  and humour of  G and S shows,  and have thoroughly  enjoyed 
P irates it  has been a lot  of  fun . .   We have been fortunate to have assembled a lot  of 
beaut i fu l  vo ices .  My thanks go to a l l  the cast for  the ir  very hard work at rehearsa ls . 
Thanks and much appreciat ion to Kather ine Choi  and Lar issa Burak ,  for  the ir  he lp in  the ir 
ro les as Mistresses of  the Chorus .
Thanks a lso to Tamara Spencer from the R iver ina Conservator ium of  Mus ic  for  her he lp 
and gu idance with he orchestra ,  and of  course a b ig thank you to a l l  the p layers in  the 
orchestra for  the ir  t ime and effort .
Kather ine and Lar issa teach at the Conservator ium,  an our orchestra is  the R iver ina 
Youth Orchestra ,  se we have been very fortunate to have them give us such support . 
More thanks goes to Le igh Ladd,  the D irector ,  for  h is  v is ion and d irect ion of  the show,  and 
a l l  the vo lunteers of  the Wagga School  of  Arts .  Enjoy the show!

CHOREOGRAPHER NOTES- JULIAN SMITH
I  have been invo lved with Wagga School  of  Arts s ince 1975 and have worn many hats of 
that t ime.  Remembered as the male lead of  the In land Ba l let  Company and current ly 
runn ing the Wagga Fencing Club it  seem that I  was a good choice as choreographer for 
th is  product ion .
Again the chance to wear many hats ,  as  Stage Manager ,  Choreographer ,  Product ion 
ass istant are now in  my purv iew.  The chance to work with Le igh Ladd has been a true 
de l ight .   H is  knowledge and v is ion have been insp ir ing and a l lowed a good work ing re lat ions 
sh ip .  A great Comic Opera,  excel lent mus ic ,  songs and vo ices g ive us a great product ion .



CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT - BOB HITCHENS
From it ’s  incept ion in  2012 ,  the launching of  ROLOC’s  inaugura l  product ion is  a  f itt ing 
tr ibute to the h istory of  the Wagga School  of  Arts and it ’s  invo lvement in  the 60th 
ann iversary of  the Civ ic  Theatre ’s  opening . 
Congratu lat ions to the D irectors ,  Cast ,  Mus ic ians and Crew.  A huge thank you to 
Wagga City Counci l  for  the ir  support in  mak ing th is  a landmark event .



CAST IN ORDER OF APPEAREANCE

Samuel       Max Schneider
The P irate K ing     Dav id Gi lbey
Freder ic       Ia in  Wright
Ruth       Cassandra N icho lson
Kate       Jenna Downey
Edith      Er in  Brown
Isobel       F i  Z i ff
Mabel       Lynette Hogan
Major-General  Stan ley   A lasdair  B i l l ingham
Sergeant of  Po l ice    Tom Middlemost

OUR THANKS TO UNDERSTUDIES:

Mabel                                      Jenna Downey

Pirate K ing                             Kev in  Fo ley

Sergeant of  Po l ice              Laur ie Th ie le

Kate/Edith                             Rosemary Vel la

CHORUS 
Pirates ,  Po l ice ,  Major-General  Stan ley ’s  Daughters

Netty Ay lward,  Margaret Dav ies ,  Kather ine Choi ,  Lynden Clark ,  Cather ine 

Dawson,  Tracey Lonergan,  Donna McLean,  Kr ist i l  –  Rae Mobbs ,  Rosemary Vel la , 

Le ia Th ie le ,  R ichard Carro l l ,  Peter Croz ier ,  Kev in  Fo ley ,  Peter Lonsdale ,  George 

Mart in ,  Laur ie Th ie le ,  Michael  Tr in idad,  Ba l in  Wi l l i s ,  Co l in  Rush . 



PRODUCTION TEAM  

Director        Le igh Ladd
Musica l  D irector ,  Conductor & Repet iteur  N icky Rosengren
Product ion Manager      Fay Walters
Chorus Mistresses      Lar issa Burak
         Kather ine Choi
Stage Manager       Ju l ian Smith
Ass istant Stage Manager     S iobhan Scott–Nei lson
Choreographer       Ju l ian Smith
Weaponry Props Maker     Chr is  Roe
Props         Margaret Bannister
         Pam Buchanan
         Damian Tr iu lc io
Costumes        Lee Kennedy
L ight ing Des ign       Le igh Ladd
Set Des ign         Le igh Ladd
Light ing Operator       Nathan P ipp in
Sound Operator       Der i  Hadler
Mic Jockey        Antonel la  Sa lvestro 
Make up and Hair       Cat May
         Imogen Hadler
Set Construct ion      Chr is  Kanck
Market ing Des ign and P lann ing      Fay Walters
Fol low Spot Operators      Urzy Hadler
         Damian Dawson



Lynette is  a  s ing ing and p iano teacher and chora l  d irector .  She is  current ly  hav ing a 
b last with “UNISONG” ,  a  women’s  cho ir .  She graduated from UNSW with a Bachelor  of 
Mus ic  (Performance,  Hons 1 ) ,  has an Assoc iate of  Mus ic  (AMusA) in  C lass ica l  Vo ice and 
a Master of  Teaching (Pr imary)  from UNE.  Some of  Lynette ’s  performance h igh l ights 
loca l ly  are as Mrs Banks in  ‘Mary Poppins ’  (B idgee Product ions) ,  Mrs Corney in  “Ol iver ! ” 
(Wagga Civ ic  Theatre) ,  “ I  Love A P iano”  -  a  revue (Wagga School  of  Arts) ,  Chr ist ine in 
“Phantom of the Opera”  (L i fe in  the Spot l ight)  and soprano so lo ist  for  the Cant i lena 
S inger ’s  Opera Choruses Concert .  

Ia in  is  a  profess iona l  stage and screen actor that has been a mainstay in  Wagga 
Theatre for  the past decade and a ha lf ,  work ing with Wagga School  of  Arts on h its  l i ke 
“Ha ir ” ,  “Love B ites” ,  and “Sher lock Holmes ” ;  as  wel l  as  product ions of  Dubl in  by Lampl ight , 
Fame,  and “Mamma Mia” .  He is  a  se l f-taught dancer and s inger (with heavy re l iance on 
the amazing choreographers and mus ica l  d irectors that make up Wagga’s  community) 
and has worked on product ions across NSW in  every pos it ion from roadie ,  l ight ing 
des ign ,  sound engineer ,  and d irector as wel l  as  everyth ing in  between.  Th is  i s  Ia in ’s  f i rst 
G&S and is  honoured to p lay Young Freder ick .  He thanks h is  found fami ly  and fr iends of 
Wagga for the ir  support the past months of  product ion and welcome h is  fami ly  and 
fr iends v is it ing from across the state.  F ina l ly  Ia in  thanks h is  ever suffer ing husband, 
Jono Wright ,  for  h is  eternal  support and love .

“P ira tes of  Penzance”  marks Er in ’s  7th show for the School  of  Arts ,  after her 2019 
debut in  “The 20s and A l l  Tha t Jazz” ,  leading through to her most recent out ing th is 
February in  “The 60s S ing ing Sensa t ions . ”  Outs ide Wagga School  of  Arts ,  she is  a 
postgrad student ,  and a regular  wr iter ,  mus ic ian and performer on the Wagga Arts 
scene,  inc lud ing recent turns in  The Green Beet le Company ’s  “Thief  of  Stars ”  (2020)  and 
“The A lchemist ’s  Jar ”  (2023) .  She looks forward to a G&T when she gets home,  and a 
long-awaited nap sometime around October 2025.

Jenna is  a  born and bred Wagga Wagga loca l ,  who has prev ious ly  performed in  severa l 
loca l  product ions inc lud ing SMRF’s  L i fe in  the Spot l ight and Wagga School  of  Arts “Cole ” . 
She f i rst  tra ined as a v io l in ist ,  fo l lowed by 2 years of  vocal  tra in ing .  Jenna is  thr i l led to 
have the opportun ity  to perform Kate in  Gi lbert and Su l l ivans “Pira tes of  Penzance ” .  She 
is  thoroughly  enjoy ing her f i rst  opera ad is  gratefu l  to her fami ly  for  the ir  support . 

Dav id Gi lbey has become a P irate K ing after be ing banished,  again ,  by the Char les Sturt 
Un ivers ity  Empire ,  after more than forty years lectur ing in  many var iet ies  of  Engl ish .  He 
co-founded Booranga Writers�  Centre (as Wagga Wagga Writers Writers ,  1987)  and 
has ed ited the annual  anthology FourW: new writ ing for  more than th irty years .  Dav id 
is  a  poet with three co l lect ions to h is  name,  most recent ly  “Pachinko Sunset”  (2016) .  H is 
theatr ica l  credits  inc lude R ivco l l  Drama’s  “West S ide Story” ,  Shakespeare’s  “A s You L ike 
It ”  (both d irected by Col in  Anderson)  and “Equus ” ;  R iver ina Truck ing Company ’s  “John, 
Paul ,  George,  R ings & Bert and Female Transport” ;  and Col in  Anderson ’s  “A ny thing 
Goes ”  Recent ly ,  after s ing ing lessons with Lar issa Burak at the R iver ina Conservator ium, 
he has sung a range of  so los  around Wagga.  He has a lways wanted to s ing in  a Gi lbert 
& Su l l i van product ion so th is  product ion of  “Pira tes of  Penzance”  i s  both h is  in it iat ion into 
l ight opera and h is  b iggest theatr ica l/mus ica l  ro le .

CAST BIOGRAPHIES



Tarantara!  Tarantara!  Tarantara, !  Tarantara!… .The Sergeant of  Po l ice and h is  energet ic , 
however octogenar ian  regiment is  ra ra ra- ing their  way into your hearts ,  which I 
assume is  in  your boots –  performing their  constabulary dut ies .  Endeavour ing to be the 
agents whereby our err ing fe l low creatures are depr ived of  that l iberty which is  so 
dear to us a l l .   For a po l iceman’s  lot  is  not a happy one!

Alasdair  commenced h is  theatr ics  at age 8 and hasn ’t  stopped yet .  He pa id h is  way 
through un ivers ity  as a p it  trumpeter in  Melbourne ’s  theatre scene then was forc ib ly 
e levated to the stage many years later in  Sydney .  Th is  subt le approach worked for 
“Pira tes ”  too with Wagga mus ica l  ident it ies  Tamara Spencer and Aaron Oldaker 
s imultaneous ly  suggest ing that he make h imself  known to the product ion team. 
Alasdair ’s  other mus ica l  act iv it ies  in  the D istr ict  are with the R iver ina Concert Band 
and the Junee Town Band.  By day Major General  Stan ley inhabits  h is  a lter-ego,  Major 
Alasdair  B i l l ingham who works at Kapooka.

Max Schneider is  in  year 9 at Mater Dei  Cathol ic  Col lege.  He has been s ing ing with 
Meredith Adams for 5 years ,  and in  more recent years has p icked up p iano and gu itar 
to se l f  accompany .  He does drama c lasses with Lou ise B lackett ,  performing in  many 
of  her Chi ldren ’s  Theatre Workshop p lays ,  inc lud ing “Pinocchio”  and “Charl ie  and the 
Chocola te Factory” .  Mus ic  is  a  huge part of  h is  l i fe ,  in  part icu lar  the genre of  Mus ica l 
Theatre .  He performed in  “Str ict ly  Bal lroom the Mus ica l ”  with B idgee Theatre Company 
in  2019 ,  and last year had the lead ro le of  Drew in  h is  h igh school  mus ica l ,  “Rock of  Ages . ”  
He is  exc ited to be g iven the opportun ity  to perform on stage again in  h is  f i rst  Comic 
Opera,  as  the youngest of  the P irates ,  p lay ing the ro le of  Samuel .

Cassandra is  wel l  known to the Wagga Stage and the ro le of  Ruth offers her a great 
opportun ity  to work with one of  the most popular  Gi lbert & Su l l i van Comic Opera ’s 
on the Wagga Civ ic  Theatre Stage.  Cassandra is  wel l  known for her mus ica l  theatre 
ta lents and she regular ly  takes part in  Wagga Takes Two. 

F i  Z i ff  i s  very exc ited to be in  her f i rst  comic opera and work ing with such an 
exper ienced mus ica l  d irector .  “Pira tes of  Penzance”  has offered me a go lden 
opportun ity  to further my s ing ing and act ing sk i l l s .  ROLOC is  mak ing a footpr int  into the 
wor ld of  c lass ica l   mus ic  and being a part of  th is  inaugura l  product ion is  an honour .

CAST BIO’S



CHORUS 
HEADSHOTS

Lynden Clarke

George Mart in

Rosemary Vel la

Col in  Rush

R ichard Carro l l Donna McLean

Bal in  Wi l l i s

Kev in  Fo ley

Peter Lonsdale

Netty Ay lward

Kather ine Choi

Kr ist i l –Rae Mobbs

 Le ia Th ie le

Cather ine Dawson

Margaret Dav ies

Tracey Lonergan

 Laur ie Th ie le

Michael  Tr in idad



MEMBERS OF THE RIVERINA
YOUTH ORCHESTRA

Flutes        Trumpets    
Dav id Smith     Kather ine Scott
Louise Baker     Jack Ju l ian
Sarah Scott
Grace Tynan
Peter Loth ian     Trombones
       Zac Sta l lsmith    

Oboe      Piano/String reduction   
He id i  Sarantakos     Kate Hodgson

Clarinets      Double Bass    
Jenna Ladd     Tom Oczkowsk i
Mar ia Tynan

Bassoons      Percussion
Rachel  Ha l l       Haro ld Gretton
Cade Lette     Tamara Spencer

HORNS      Orchestra Mentors
Lucy Walsh     Tamara Spencer
Josh Sarantakos (  Bass c lar inet)   Kara Wi l l iams
       Kate Hodgson
       Peter Loth ian
       Haro ld Gretton
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